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2006 Spring semester registration has started. Class
schedules are available online at
www.greatwall.org. Please register online. Please
send your registration summary form with your
payment to the school or drop them off at school on
Sundays. Early registration ends on December 18,
2005. The registration fee is waived if tuition is
paid on or before December 18, 2005.
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2006 Spring semester will start on January 8, 2006.
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To reduce the number of students who change
and/or drop classes after registration, the school has
decided to move the three-week trial period to the
end of each semester. Starting from December 4,
students can sit in on the classes they wish to take
next semester, and decide if they want to take them
before the next semester starts. Except SAT
classes, all classes are open for sitting in from today
to 18. Please let the teachers know that you are sit-
ting in or observing the classes. Please note that the
teachers will not teach students who are sitting in.

“FMENE
SERIER . ERS, ST . $600. ATRGE T

FlH-5 2 1 22610-650-932051267-968-7033

HFRHR. AARKETEFE—AAH LR

& To prepare for the Chinese New Year celebra-
tion, starting from the 2006 Spring semester, all
dance, Tai chi, and Chinese Martial Arts classes
will start after Chinese New Year and end before
Chinese New Year. These classes of 2005 Fall
Semester will end on January 20, 2005. These
classes of 2006 Spring Semester will start on
February 5, 2006.
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4 School Store opens on December 11. Please do
not forget to bring in your coupons.
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& Next semester, there will be a new Tai Chi class
at 2:30pm. If you are interested, please register
online. This class is also open to seniors for
free. Seniors interested in this class must regis-
ter to take the lesson.
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@ A Chinese bookstore in New Jersey is coming to
our school on December 11, 2005 to sell books
and 2006 calendars. If you are interested, please
stop by Room 215.
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China Likely to Be World's Second

Largest Economy When Students Graduate

At the Driscoll public schools in Brookline, Mass.,
the kindergartners already know more Chinese than
most Americans will learn in a lifetime.

The second graders can string sentences together,
and the eighth graders are nearly fluent. In this school
system, learning Mandarin is mandatory

ol . i. Carol Schraft,
. principal of the
Michael Dris-
coll  School,
said the goal is
to  "educate
children for the
world as it's
| going to be —
not of the
“world  we're
living in now."
Economists
predict that by the time these five year olds enter the
job market, China will be the world's second-largest
economy.

"If we want to be doing business in China, we are
going to need students who can function in Chinese
and understand Chinese culture," said Vivian Stewart,
vice president of the Asia Society.

School districts from Philadelphia to Portland,
Ore., are now adding Mandarin programs.

"I'm not really sure what I want to be when I grow
up, but I figure Chinese will keep me more prepared
for whatever it is," said eighth grader Samsun Knight.

Next fall the College Board will offer Chinese ad-
vanced placement tests for the first time. Employment
agencies report a surge in demand for Mandarin
speaking babysitters from parents who want their chil-
dren to start learning young.

The Driscoll teachers like to tell their students that
if they learn Chinese, they will be able to communi-
cate with nearly a third of the world's population —
the seven percent who speak English, and the 18 per-
cent who speak Mandarin.

Huajing Maske, a teacher in the Driscoll school
system, says for students who learn the language, "the
younger the better because they are not intimidated by
it."

Second grader Hannah McGan agrees. "Is Chi-
nese hard? Sort of," she said. "Once you start and then
it's easier and easier."

The challenge for schools now is to find good in-
structors. Until more Americans master Mandarin,
there will not be many people who are qualified to

teach it. ABC News' Nancy Weiner (EREHEE)
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Thank You for the Years of Teaching!

My name is Tom Liu, and I have been in Ms. Zhu
Jingyi's Chinese class for seven years. I would like to
thank Mrs. Zhu and the entire Great Wall Chinese
School for all the help those years of learning have
been to me. Without them, I don't think I would have
been able to get an 800 on the Chinese SAT II. 1
really learned a lot of what I needed during those
seven years. Once again, thank you for all the hard
work and dedication you have put into me!

I'd also like to say to all of the current students of
the Great Wall Chinese School: don't give up on
learning Chinese, even if it seems to be hard. The ef-
fort will pay off in the end. Tom Liu
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