SAT-Math Courses at the Great Wall Chinese School 
2011-2012 School Year
Instructor - Andrea Schaeffer

There are two distinct goals of the courses:

1) To increase students’ skills in mathematics;
2) To increase knowledge of the SAT-Math test format to maximize students’ scores.

Each of the three levels of the course - Section 1 (formerly Beginner), Section 2 (formerly Intermediate), and Section 3 (formerly Advanced) - uses a different SAT-Math Preparation textbook from the most highly regarded publishers in the field of test preparation. Different topics from the textbooks will be reviewed each class with students completing problems involving these topics.  

The textbooks for the sections are as follows:

For Section 1 (formerly Beginner)
	Kaplan SAT Math Workbook					$10.68
		Publisher: Kaplan Publishing; 4th edition (July 5, 2011) 
		Language: English 
		ISBN-10: 1419549979 
		ISBN-13: 978-1419549977 

For Section 2 (formerly Intermediate)
	McGraw-Hill's Conquering SAT Math				$11.52
		Publisher: McGraw-Hill; 3rd edition (October 20, 2010) 
		Language: English 
		ISBN-10: 0071748926 
		ISBN-13: 978-0071748926 

For Section 3 (formerly Advanced)
	Barron’s Math Workbook for the New SAT			$9.29
		Publisher: Barron's Educational Series; 4th edition (August 1, 2009) 
		Language: English 
		ISBN-10: 0764141961
		ISBN-13: 978-0764141966
							The prices shown are from Amazon.com.
Besides the work in the textbook, during each class students will complete one section of a practice SAT-Math test consisting of 16, 18, or 20 questions.  Students will score their own practice tests and record their scores.  Solutions to questions will be discussed with students offering their ideas and emphasizing different approaches.  After three sections of a practice test are completed, scores will be totaled and students will use a table to convert their total score on the 3 sections into an SAT-scaled score (200 to 800).  Three complete SAT-Math practice tests will be completed in this manner throughout the school year and students will be able to see their progress by comparing scores on the tests. 

On the last class of each semester, students will be broken into teams. The teams will compete by answering SAT-Math questions. Questions will be projected onto a screen using an overhead projector and teams will use buzzers to indicate they are ready to answer a question.  Team scores will be kept and prizes will be awarded to the members of the team with the highest score.   This activity helps increase students’ speed and accuracy and fosters a sense of cooperation between the students.  In the past, students have greatly enjoyed participating in this competition.

 Since students in each class are of different ages and in different math courses at their schools, the only fair way to evaluate a student is to look at his or her progress.  To do this, the following process will be incorporated into each course:

	On the first day of class each semester, students will complete a 25 question diagnostic test consisting of 15 multiple choice and 10 grid-in questions taken from various SAT-Math practice tests.  The test will be collected and scored by me.  Solutions to questions will be discussed.

	On the second to last class of each semester, students will complete a second 25 question test consisting of 15 multiple choice and 10 grid-in questions taken from various SAT-Math practice 	tests.  The test will be collected and scored by me.  Solutions to questions will be discussed. Each student’s progress in the class will be reported to parents by showing a comparison between the scores on the two tests.

