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» School needs volunteers for storing and carrying textbooks
and volunteers to help school stores. For detailed
information, please visit www.greatwall.org and click on
volunteers

« Daylight saving time ends on 10/27/2002. Set clocks back
one hour before coming to school.

* We'll have SAT Il Chinese Mock Test on 10/27/02 at
Chinese school in room 315. Time is 12pm, 2pm & 4pm
respectively. The registration fee for SAT Il Chinese
Mock Test is $6.00. Please hand the fee to Xiaoyin Sun in
Room 215 or Jinyi Zhu (9D and 8A teacher) in Ro84b.

* A graduate student from Penn-State is doing research
about Acculturation and Food Related Practices of
Chinese Americans in Pennsylvania and needs some
survey among Chinese families. Participated families will
get $8 reward. The survey forms will be available in 215
on 10/20 and 10/27.

[(J"#) ROOM WANTED (PLS HELP)

Hi, 1 am looking for a room to rent around Malvern (where |
work), will stay there no more than 4 weekday nights per week.
If you have the extra room or know any contact resources,
please contact me at tobegoodus@yahoo.com.

Personal info:male, 33, single
Thank you so much!
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Twelve years ago, | came to the United States speaking Chin&gels. Partially because of the study skills | learned from having
Six years later, my parents sent me to Chinese School speaking to manage my time wisely because of the extra work from Chinese
English. The gap between these years had a disastrous effect onschool, | have high grades and SAT scores.
me—as a first generation Chinese immigrant surrounded by an Currently, I am a senior in high school, in the process of
English world, | had lost total exposure to Chinese except within napplying to many extremely selective colleges. | have been told
family. Thus, | had let my language skills in Chinese deteriorate. numerous times from admission officers and college counselors |
Fortunately, before all could be lost, my parents decided to send have met that knowing a language such as Chinese is an
to Chinese School, whereupon | was left to salvage what | could invaluable skill. In the world of college admissions, many of the
from the remnants of my Chinese skills. applicants to distinguished schools such as lvy League schools
At that time, as a sixth grader, | had protested furiously againstill mostly have the same credentiathigh grades, high SATSs,
my parents' decision. | had just started middle school, where | hagood leadership skills, etc. Therefore, the applicants with
discovered that both schoolwork and extracurricular activities haddistinguishing characteristics will be the ones admitted. Itis
increased manifold and that there was definitely considerable les®bvious that not everybody knows Chinese. Therefore,
time in the day to complete all my tasks. Because of this, | thouglnowledge of Chinese can set an applicant apart from another, and
that Chinese School was a total waste of my time, but my parentscan immeasurably benefit the Chinese-speaking applicant in the
remained firm in their decision. "Chinese is important,” they said,long run in terms of admission to college.
"Just try your best." So grudgingly | began to attend Chinese School In addition, many elite college and universities offer special
weekly, where people spoke a language that was unfortunately International Studies or study abroad programs where knowledge
becoming foreign to me. of Chinese is necessary. Proficiency in Chinese is an admissions
As | progressed through Chinese School, | began to discover requirement at programs such as The Huntsman Program of
again the beauty of the language and the importance of attaining International Studies and Business at the University of
fluency in it. Furthermore, through my study of Chinese. | learnedennsylvania/The Wharton School. Knowledge of Chinese plays
about different aspects of Chinese culture that | wouldn'thave  a huge benefit when seeking admissions to highly selective
known otherwise. And of course, | met very interesting people in schools such as the Sloan School at MIT, The Woodrow Wilson
my classes whom | wouldn't have met in regular school. School of Public Policy and International Affairs at Princeton
Subsequently, it was a huge surprise to me when | actually University, Georgetown University, George Washington
discovered that Chinese school was an enjoyable experience.  University, and others. Later, knowledge of Chinese will make a
Chinese school has not only taught me Chinese. Through person a more favorable applicant for companies seeking to hire
Chinese school, | learned about discipline, organization, and employees with diversified skills.
responsibility. The added work of Chinese school to my other Knowing all this, | am so glad that my parents decided to
activities required that | become more focused at horjust so | force me to go to Chinese school seven years ago. If there is one
will be able to complete all my work in time. This responsibility andhing | regret about my Chinese school experience, it is that | did
time management that | learned through Chinese school of cours@ot start going sooner. There is no doubt that Chinese school has
has applications to everything | gdfrom studying for tests to had a hugely positive impact on me, both as a student and as a
organizing a club meeting to learning vocabulary words for the  person.
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